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From the Editor

This issue of Al-Hima is published in the midst
of bombing, burning and displacement. It is not
surprising, as the people of Lebanon have never
lost hope nor retreated in despair in the darkest
of circumstances. Neither did SPNL stop,
helping displaced citizens while implementing
its environmental and development agenda.
The turmoil will end ultimatly, and the land wil
remain a refuge and lifeline for our people. SPNL
will always be a pioneer in protecting nature and
improving the livelihoods of local communities,
with the efforts of its multidisciplinary team and in
cooperation with local, regional and international
partners. This issue presents remarkable
success stories with these partners, who trusted
SPNL's mission and found in its Hima approach a
modern-traditional model for nature and heritage
conservation that can be adopted locally,
regionally and internationally.

Raghida Haddad
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BirdLife International is the global partnership of 123
Non-Governmental Organisations working for nature
in 119 countries/territories. The Society for the
Protection of Nature (SPNL) is BirdLife in Lebanon

www.birdlife.org | www.spnl.org
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The Society for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL) is
one of the oldest environmental NGOs in the country. Estab-
lished in 1983 and licensed by the Ministry of Interior by deci-
sion no. 6/AD dated 8/1/1986, SPNL is the national partner of
BirdLife International and member of the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

Since its start, SPNL has been advocating the establishment
of protected areas in cooperation with relevant ministries. It is
now focused on reviving the Hima approach, which has been
prevalent in the Arab region for more than 1,500 years, based
on community engagement in protecting nature, resources and
biodiversity. This is realized by integrating traditional knowledge
and practices with modern scientific research. To date, 33 himas
have been established throughout Lebanon in cooperation with
municipalities. Moreover, SPNL has a long experience in avifauna
and biodiversity research, outreach, education and awareness,
advocacy and networking, and community development.
It has significantly contributed to raising awareness about
environmental issues and conservation in Lebanon.
www.spnl.org www.hor ima.com r pnl.org
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What Is the Hima?

The Hima is a traditional system of resource tenure that has been
practised for more than 1400 years in the Arabian Peninsula. It is the
most widespread and longstanding indigenous/traditional conserva-
tion institution in the Middle East, and perhaps on Earth! The Arabic
word “hima” literally means “a protected area”. In pre-Islamic times,
access to this place was declared forbidden by the individual or
group who owned it. Later its meaning evolved to signify a rangeland
reserve, a piece of land set aside seasonally to allow regeneration.

Responsible Hunting Areas (RHA):
Adding a Category to 33 Hima Sites

Wars are tearing Lebanon and the region apart, with millions of
refugees displaced across most parts of the Middle East and
North Africa. Conflicts and armed struggles persist in several
countries, accompanied by rising regional tensions, the impact
of displacement and migration on the social and economic
fabric, and the pressures all these factors place on our natural
resources and native and migratory wildlife.

SPNL and BirdLife have documented a staggering figure: an
estimated 2.6 million birds are illegally shot in Lebanon every
year. This urgent situation demands immediate action. Both
organizations have been working tirelessly for four decades to
mitigate and prevent the decimation of bird populations and
habitats in Lebanon and the Middle East region.

More recently, SPNL has been promoting the concept of
responsible hunting areas (RHAs). In parallel, it initiated the
Anti-Poaching Unit (APU) with the Middle East Center for
Sustainable Hunting, in partnership with the Committee
Against Bird Slaughter (CABS), always with direct support from
municipalities, ministries, and law enforcement authorities and
generous finance from MAVA Foundation, Bird Fair (UK), HWF,
SRT, CEPF, and others.

Our efforts have not been in vain. Over the last decade, we have
witnessed several success stories at the governance and policy
levels, thanks to our actions on the ground in various regions
and migratory bird hotspots. These stories of success should
give us hope and optimism for the future.

While we have made significant progress, we must recognize
that more action and funding are urgently needed. Your support
is crucial to helping us train the new Homat Al Hima, the Hima
nature heroes, to become wildlife guardians at the community
level. We have successfully implemented this model with the
Himas, saving wildlife sites and habitats in over 6% of the
Lebanese territory. There are 33 protected sites (Himas) across
Lebanon, representing the country’s top IBBAS and KBAs.
Responsible hunting areas could be added to the 33 sites
for Lebanon to realize the Global Biodiversity Frameworkss
ambitious 30x30 target, with protected sites comprising 30%
of its area. This would be along with a professional and cost-
effective community-based approach to restoring nature and
sustainably managing our resources.

By Assad Serhal, SPNL Secretary General, HHI Founder and Chairman

Jb s 2wl

e zaji agudiig «ddbilly olod gyl §jad
Ly 81 Jladsg buwg¥l 85l eloil plimo § eI
:Jgo dac ‘_9 Aol uch.J'g uch.oﬂMg
uLc. 8y3gllg cg).t." j‘Jng Ao Y ol el aclas
sy Ul beally cdyslaiddly deloaixd dul
aibgill &y Blsdly dusedn) Golgo Lle Ud JS
) Bylglly

26 i )5 Lo Jo ol e IS 21 G| it
Gl dumax didig Uladg  ple JS ol 368 5lb (yoela
«JUigdsli 5l cay¥o yum dabiing (SPNL) ol 8 dszul
olialaidl oGl cdac 089 .(BirdLife Interr{ational)
3041 B3l o sl sgde ds slas o LS o (o
Dg¥l §5ddl ddhiog olid & Jilall yeaig

psadl zosdl Lo SPNL Jasi «lgiw gy dio
Responsible Hunting) Jogwdll st gdblis
Basg oliul celJd 20 ‘Sj'g.ULyg .(Areas - RHA
(Anti-Poaching Unit - APU) ol awall d458Ks
¢ placiadl scall bwod §yid] S50 20 ol=dl
«(CABS) ygihtl 8oLyl ddlSo dabrin 2o dSI5itlyg
Hai] lalug ©lyfielly clbaldl oo sile peay ladlsg
Bird Fair UKg MAVA (0 yoSdise Jugaisg «yailall
.83 a9 wlaking CEPFg SRTg HWFg

JUs ol jruad oo agamdl Gudo J) U3 gof
Jady oluleudly daSeadl goiun Sl goUl vasll
sousd) «dis Ll bladleg @bl clise § Gladl Josl
35l soub!

-JHoadlg agadl e wje Jl dr ol Wy o

oo dgasd | Jusdl w)ﬁw‘gg)_bpﬁ.o.c
|g>u.@.J ¢ ol @ dsubll JLb_vl e« o]l Blasn
MLU Lod 489 p.e.il&nm@d_m.” 8Lt Lu.:lp
ol elowil 8J.o.> @ O3l i (deasws 3blis) o> 33
allge 30 ST $ J.'lg.['g 4y 51 8l ] =8lg0 Slail Bugy
g oiillg youbll @blio pal Jind 29 Adlll 813l oo
ol § ol

dayd 48La] Jogull sl @blia JSid ol Koy
Quiai Ban 3dsd e glid ooy Low 33J1 gdlgall
ngwaa_awwmu.Mm@so
ool ol dllell 4,505l wly,al (494 (2030
‘mls FROVETILH T @lpl@@.tg.od.b@&lfug
lgll 8jlaly dsudal Boleiwy (dmaind] dSLlidl Lle
.‘5|..\J.w.o JCay

wsaiog ushys «olid @ dmubll Glas dimax ale ja0 o dsul
e liguli il iy daliil Joal slttaally e Jligdsli il asdl Blasn

2024 135381/ Jo¥l puiii

SPNL aoJ4

o 33 (pll dayaa dia aala|
oo ° oo I M
J9G-uodl sunll

Wil oJ e Y=l 58 Lo gl

lm 212y 0 ol olill Liang

LJ 353 Luadl lgsl gJly)

dpuliellg &godl Guilgall Jwopnio o pebi .._"s:u.u.ill Jbo 1 Gaewall



UN &

envirsnment
(elgela g lighiild

Ancient Lands, Modern
Dilemmas: West Asia’s
Habitat Degradation Crisis

Summary: Land degradation, along with
desertification, has been identified as the most
critical challenge that West Asian countries
must face today. As lands are mismanaged and
affected by conflicts and pollution from multiple
sources, their potential to grow food for the
region diminishes and food insecurity risk rises.
Soil salinity, wind erosion, and the conversion of
wetlands into drylands are accelerated by land
degradation which also reduces the holding
capacity of land for freshwater. This is a significant
issue as West Asia has already surpassed its
natural capacity to meet its own demand for
water, with only 4 out of its 12 countries being
above the water scarcity limit of 1,000 cubic
meters per person per year. Land degradation
can also undermine livelihoods as it contributes
to involuntary migration and heightens the risk of
violent conflict.

The United Nations General Assembly
proclaimed 2021-2030 the UN Decade on
Ecosystem Restoration, led by the UNEP and
FAO. To address the causes of habitat and
ecosystem degradation and to promote their
safeguarding and restoration, UNEP fosters
cooperation and has continued to develop
tools with its partners, as well as sharing best
practices and supporting on cross-sectoral
collaboration around ecosystem management.
This includes supporting national biodiversity
strategies, facilitating policy coherence, and
mobilising resources to address environmental
concerns. It has also strengthened partnerships
to institutionalise the ecosystem approach
across society and support countries in meeting
their obligations in conventions such as the
Convention on Biological Diversity specifically
the implementation of National Biodiversity
Strategies and Action Plans.

By Sami Dimassi, UNEP Representative
and Regional Director for West Asia. For more
information, check UNEP's The State of Biodiversity
in  West Asia httos.//www.cbd.int/gbo/gbo4/
outlook-westasia-en.pdf
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Shark finning is a fishing
practice where sharks are
caught and their fins are
sliced off, then the body

of the shark is discarded,
alive or dead. Shark fins are
particularly sought after for
traditional Chinese medicine
and shark fin soup which is
considered a delicacy in Asia.
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Orchids are among the most threatened plants on Earth as a
result of habitat destruction and collection from natural habitats

A 2024 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
report showed that 140,000 illegal wildlife trafficking operations
were seized during the period 2015-2021, involving 13 million
items from 4,000 species of wild plants and animals in 162
countries and territories. Seizures represent a small portion

of the total. The most common species were corals (16%),
crocodiles (9%) and elephants (6%).

These crimes have been a factor in the extinction of rare
plant species, birds, reptiles, fish and others, both locally

and globally. The report notes that corruption plays a crucial
role in undermining efforts to stop wildlife trafficking, calling
for measures including better enforcement of anti-corruption
legislation and laws. The study is published every four years.

Eric Baccega, Nature Picture Library
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Wildlife trafficking threatens hyacinth macaw eggs
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Commercial bear bile farming in China is a cruel system designed to
extract bile from the gallbladders of caged living bears to be used in
traditional Chinese medicine.
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Al-Ghazal market in Baghdad: some shops sell rare wild birds,
in addition to wild animals and ornamental fish
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Exotic Indonesian birds smuggled in drain pipes
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A monkey in a cage at a black market for wildlife trafficking
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A pangolin takes a quizzical look at freedom after forestry officials
seized 245 pangolins at Don Mueang Airport in Thailand
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SPNL participated in the 10th IUCN
Regional Forum for West Asia, held in
Riyadh, September 9 to 11, 2024.
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Aley Municipality in Mount Lebanon

inaugurated the Peace Trails in
cooperation with  SPNL.
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SPNL’s Fish and Wildlife Unit and Homat
Al Hima team met with representatives
from the Litani River Authority (LRA)
and UN-Habitat at the Homat Al Hima
International Center (HHIC). The meeting
focused on the Litani Island project
presented by LRA, and addressed
collaboration in various conservation
issues, mainly: Ecosystem restoration,
biodiversity conservation, sustainable
practices, and community Involvement.
This initiative will strengthen the signed
agreement between SPNL and LRI for
the benefit of nature and people around
Qaraoun Lake and Litani River Basin.
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Success Story: Hima for Peace
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NLC Hima Green School: SPNL and
New Lebanon College (NLC) signed
an agreement to implement School
with no walls (SNOW) program across
the school. Mazen Malaeb, NLC
educational consultant, emphasized
the programss  significance and
expressed a commitment  to
incorporating it into the school
curriculum. Al teachers attended
a presentation by the SPNL team,
followed by a productive discussion
and the signing of the MOU for NLC
Hima Green School. A curriculum
coordinator for the SNOW program
was appointed to oversee its
implementation.

SNOW s an environmental educational
program developed and implemented
by SPNL, targeting children between
7 and 12 years old, using interactive
and fun-based techniques.
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MUBS Green Design Innovations: The Faculty of Fine
Arts and Design at the Modern University for Business and
Science (MUBS) announced the successful completion of the
SPNL 2024 Green Interior Design Project. It encompassed
the design of two floors for the Mount Lebanon Hima Center
in Kayfoun: a second floor for bedrooms and a rooftop
intended for breakfasts, relaxation, and monitoring. Seven
groups presented their unique interpretations of green
design.

Full English article on MUB's website:
httos.//www.mubs.edu.lb/en/campus-life/news/8025.aspx
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The Northern Lights of Lebanon

This autumn, CABS teams together with our Lebanese
partners from the Society for the Protection of Nature
in Lebanon (SPNL), MESHC Anti-Poaching Unit and
officers from the Lebanese Internal Security Forces (ISF)
conducted a series of anti-poaching patrols to disrupt and
prevent illegal night shooting in and around the notorious
and dangerous ‘hotspot’ of Danniyeh in the northern
Governorate. Here, especially during peak migration, large
gangs of poachers gather every night on the high mountain
ridges, using extremely loud electro-acoustic decoy callers
to lure whole manner of nocturnal migrant birds such as
nightjars, owls and corncrakes which funnel in overhead.
Literally ‘any’ bird unfortunate enough to get pulled into

this blackhole is dazzled and blinded with bright spot
lamps and lasers before being blasted with shotguns and
semi-automatic weapons for ‘sport’. This nightmarish and
dystopian landscape is littered with gun cartridges, trash
and corpses of wild animals; the air is filled with the putrid
stench of decay and burning plastic. During the operations
we gathered evidence on more than 50 poachers who were
cautioned, and a number of decoy callers were seized. All
information was subsequently passed on the district judge
and intelligence division and we were assured that repeat
offenders will face prosecution. As a result of subsequent
operations, a total of 17 prosecutions have been made so
far. (CABS social media)
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The ortolan is a songbird found in Western Europe and
parts of Asia and Africa and considered an ultimate
delicacy, although trapping it is forbidden in the
European Union. Hunters in France lay nets to trap
the birds as they migrate south from Europe to Africa
during autumn. They’re kept in dark cages for three
weeks to trick them into eating grains and figs nonstop.
Once they double in size, they’re drowned in brandy,
plucked, roasted, and plopped onto a plate. Diners
place a napkin over their heads, pick up the ortolan,
and consume it whole in one bite.
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The Committee Against Bird Slaughter
(CABS): Direct Action for Bird Protection

Summary: Founded in 1975 and based in Germany, CABS
specialises in international anti-poaching operations and
investigations in the hotspots of illegal bird hunting and
trapping. With boots on the ground, lobbying, research, public
relations, expert liaison, legal casework and support for local
wildlife conservation, we do our best to protect birds where the
authorities fail to enforce the law.

Together with our partners, our teams search for illegal traps and
nets, check animal markets and help local authorities in their work
to enforce bird protection regulations. In this way, hundreds of
bird trappers as well as shooters and dealers are being convicted
and brought to justice every year.

In collaboration with local partner NGOs, CABS currently conducts
26 bird protection camps in seven different countries each year
(Italy, France, Greece, Spain, Malta, Cyprus and Lebanon) during
the peak migration periods of spring and autumn. Particularly
noteworthy is the work of our teams in Lebanon, where CABS
established a strong partnership with SPNL and the Middle East
Sustainable Hunting Center (MESHC) with whom we are working
since 2017.

In the EU and in Eastern European countries we are committed
to combatting wild bird trafficking networks and providing expert
advice to the customs and appropriate governmental regulatory
bodies.

By Axel Hirschfeld, CABS chief press and communications officer.
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operations in Cyprus
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCHh4uSb32c

2024 135381/ Jo¥l puiii

oligdly djlandt daasill §ygdll pyadsg
ale M5 (JUU Jorws e duaisdl d oo Sl
S JI CABS lgimas Sl oYl woi (2023
L;JLbJ'g |A.anJ @)g.n.b.".’ )bu)U 4_;_19.5 Sl

dbyidl blus G| (S| dswlg ddace JMs-g
Y] Id)&b |)JLb 456 degos Lo ug.ol.v." UQ.CJ..UQ
@ 5yuS slacls yadl awat Olosog L.JA;> La,.wl
b dilis ulclp' G pdsgrg Jadd g @ lylas)l o
degasro u.u.u;d.tl i) JLbJ' 529 =t clUls
30 y2ll yodatl BT Cayais 1908 () pusall oo
Olgid) M5 WUl J1 448521 Lgyol ¢ro dussl
By

seall go8i pilsd G hdig 9o (Ll §
d o] yol dylas § ilinig «dsuhall Gylasg
S9 Lezailo dasl ‘_,.».ngl BN PSR -7
4_v|a' J! CABS ub.m_xv el :apﬂl ulg...u.dl
)g;.hﬂab.b.olglp.uwd.%ubam40w)«5l
Jaw dsub e Bl «elUd J] d8LaYL dwoxdl
eyl éol)l o0 13lisa 509 dul &|g:2b S e
Lalli Jlods & daoll Liablin 9 uLvJ.a.uu.Ug

zlai¥ 5T dylasd gopiin e Uoaboa Bpdug
o<cliign 8j 0y ileditudl 81n opo dud il 8 5L
Lalli 8

sl 20



d&m_m:umbmhnmdmmhdﬁwﬁﬂhmﬂlun ,,
oJ.cLu.Lo.lg Ligiow draaoll jguall Guilo Ug}.».uhg 09abadl
sl Ml:uM}LCLB.LdeleDSLQL”wJLOpLBA“JQJbJI e
N Jﬁ}.oguh_dumwbﬂmm_;wmgnoﬁlw CABS 4
ole 300 lagen Jaei gialll olauall 2k Jo_..ug_lJl Gl
‘ ‘ bl aunll axalbo daag JUa o Lngm ,2017

L |
) L AR, LAl
% d - soudndl 38L] d=alst &dgull CABS d.Ab.m ‘“g ‘:,A')Lcm JQJ
"/ - -\

“Particularly noteworthy is the work of our teams in Lebanon,
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Seizing hunters red-handed

lllegal Bird Hunting in Lebanon:
An Antipoaching Unit with CABS

Summary: Each year an estimated two million migratory birds
are illegally killed as they pass through Lebanon, by a barrage
of gunfire and traps including limesticks and nets. Since 2017,
the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) and Society for
the Protection Nature in Lebanon (SPNL) have joined forces to
coordinate regular bird protection camps in the country each
spring and autumn during spring and autumn. By working in
close cooperation with sustainable hunters who acknowledge
the important nature protection laws and regulations,
including closed seasons and quotas for huntable species,
we are beginning to bring about order to the chaos through a
programme of both education and enforcement.

This collaborative effort has led to the establishment of a well
networked Anti-Poaching Unit that works throughout the year
building relations with senior officials from Government, Police,
Security Forces, the Intelligence division of the military and local
community leaders. Via regular meetings and workshops, this
has also led to increased commitment to tackling illegal killing of
migratory birds in areas of the country once thought impossible. In
this article we offer an overview of the evolution the Anti-Poaching
Unit and how we continue to build on our successes despite the
difficult political and economic situation faced in Lebanon.

By Lloyd Scott, CABS Campaigns and Operations Officer
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Sara’s Story: Raised as a hunter by her father, Sara Akiki recounts
her transformation into a sustainable hunter with a mission to combat
poaching.
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October 2021.
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with a one-
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confiscation of
his shotgun and
revocation of his
hunting licence

for life

CABS Antipoaching Work in Malta:
A Success Story

Summary: With its central location in the Mediterranean
Sea, the Maltese archipelago is an important stepping stone
for bird migration between Europe and Africa along the so-
called Central Flyway. However, with 35 hunters per square
kilometre of land, Malta has the highest density of hunters
in the European Union. Poaching remains a widespread
phenomenon. Poachers focus on large, colourful and rare bird
species such as protected birds of prey, storks, flamingos and
herons. Most of them end up in illegal taxidermy collections
or are being sold on the black market.

The Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) has been active
in Malta since 2001. It now maintains a presence during the
whole peak periods of spring and autumn migration. CABS
teams patrol the well-known passage and roosting sites and
deter many poachers. Anyone who shoots or traps protected
species risks being filmed. When crimes are observed, the
teams call the environmental police, which regularly patrols
the poaching hot spots, and assist the officers in their work.
CABS data show that the number of incidents involving
shooting birds of prey has massively decreased. Today, large
migrating flocks can fly over the island largely undisturbed,
thanks to the tireless and continuous efforts of CABS and
Birdlife Malta.

By Axel Hirschfeld, CABS chief press and communications officer.
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Participants at the May 2024 Beirut meeting on collaborative efforts to tackle the illegal killing and taking of migratory birds
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Lebanon: a Haven for Migratory Birds Turned into a Death Trap

Summary: Situated at the crossroads of Asia, Africa
and Europe, Lebanon lies on the west side of the African
Eurasian Flyway and is a prominent migratory route
for birds moving between their breeding and wintering
grounds. However, it has become a major hotspot of
illegal killing of migratory birds. Every year, an estimated
2.6 million birds are illegally killed as they migrate over
Lebanon, making it the fourth most dangerous country in
the Mediterranean in terms of the number of birds killed.
Being a signatory to regional and global conventions,
Lebanon has a shared responsibility towards protecting
migratory birds during their spring and autumn migration.
The country faces several pressing challenges in this
regard, including habitat loss, illegal hunting practices,
water pollution, pesticide use, litter, with culminated
impacts due to climate change. Moreover, Lebanon’s
ongoing economic crisis has led to reduced funding
which resulted in weakened enforcement of regulations.
The United Nations Environment Programme - Regional
Office for West Asia and the Ministry of Environment
convened a meeting in Beirut last May involving non-
governmental  organizations, enforcement apparatus,

nature reserves, international organizations, ministries, and
Multilateral Environment Agreements. Participants discussed
ways to strengthen and expand collaborative efforts to tackle
the illegal kiling and taking of migratory birds.

The meeting recommended the development of a
comprehensive national roadmap to address the illegal
kiling and taking of migratory birds, to strengthen
coordination with government departments and ministries
such as environment, agriculture, education, tourism,
nature reserves, Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs), and citizens through the Higher Council for
Hunting. It also discussed the necessity to educate
children and local communities about the importance of
migratory birds and the need to engage citizens and build
capacities to report and monitor illegal killing and poaching
activities. All this, coupled with strict enforcement of
laws and regulations against illegal hunting and habitat
destruction, is crucial for bird conservation, especially in
key hotspots of illegal killing during migration seasons.

By Sami Dimassi, UNEP Representative and Regional Director
for West Asia
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Important Bird and
Biodiversity Areas
in Lebanon

Summary: An IBA is an area identified
using an internationally agreed set of
criteria as being globally important for the
conservation of bird populations. IBAs
are developed and sites are identified by
experts, birders, NGOs, etc., verified and
approved by BirdLife International. As of
December 2023, there are over 13,000
IBAs identified worldwide, encountered
in almost every country and territory,
spanning over terrestrial, freshwater, and
marine ecosystems.

In Lebanon, there are presently 16 IBAs,
four of which were identified by Mike
Evans of BirdLife International in 1994,
along with Assad Serhal of the Society
for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon
(SPNL). Eleven were identified by A Rocha
team, represented by more than eight
experts, who over three years carried out
about 3000 hours of field work during the
period 2005-2008, led by Chris Naylor
and Assad Serhal, thanks to a generous
funding from MAVA. As for Rachaya, Dr.
Ghassan Jaradi found in it during 2017-
2023 what others did not find when he
recorded birds, mammals and reptiles
that made it worthy of being classified as
an IBA by BirdLife International in 2024.
In this article, we show the readers and
interested people how to prepare the
nomination form that leads to declaring a
site as an IBA with reference to the criteria
that apply to each IBA. Then we explain
the necessity of updating the status of
already approved IBAs, searching for
new sites, and moving within a legal
framework from IBAs that we are merely
proud of to IBAs that are managed,
protected and financially supported by
local communities, NGOs and Land Trust
funds.

By Dr. Ghassan R. Jaradi, ornithologist, field
researcher and professor; SPNLS scientific
consultant

Fouad Itani
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Sustainable Hunting:
Hunter-Environmentalist Partnership

Summary: In this story, Adonis Khatib narrates how he started
his career by founding «Sayd» (Hunting) magazine in 2009,
to spread the idea of sustainable hunting. Antonio Salameh,
Secretary General of the Lebanese Hunters Association, advised
him to meet Assad Serhal, SPNL Director General, a hunter
who became a prominent conservationist. Serhal asked him to
collect data about the hunting sector in Lebanon: hunting areas,
numbers of hunters, types of prey, the market, etc. Then, in late
2010, he offered him a job at SPNL on responsible hunting,
training hunters and organizing awareness workshops all over
Lebanon.

Proposed by Serhal, the Middle East Sustainable Hunting Center
(MESHC) was established in 2015, and started training hunters
on safety and hunting ethics and laws. The center organized the
«Assad Adel Serhal Wildlife Photography Competition», where
hunters shoot with cameras instead of guns during spring, the
breeding season. Trips on the spring and autumn migration
route were organized for hunters and their families, with their
cameras, emphasizing the responsibility of the sustainable
hunter in protecting the migration route. Awareness leaflets
were distributed, in addition to lectures and activities in schools,
universities, and clubs about the importance of birds in nature
and the need to protect migrating birds and combat poaching.
After a 20-year ban on hunting in Lebanon, the 2017/2018 hunting
season was opened. MESHC and SPNL established the Anti-
Poaching Unit (APU) in cooperation with the Committee Against
Bird Slaughter (CABS), to monitor and report violations, raise
awareness and reduce the number of poachers. A department
was established within APU to provide first aid to injured birds.
The unit has carried out hundreds of operations: documenting
violations, intervening with security forces in hunting areas to arrest
violators, field inspections, patrols to monitor the sale of wild birds,
rescuing imprisoned or injured birds throughout Lebanon.

By Adonis Khatib, head of the Middle East Center for Sustainable
Hunting (MESHC) and field coordinator for responsible hunting at SPNL
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Hunters’ children learning about the need to protect the bird breeding
season in spring, during the “Peace Journey” organized by MESHC
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Rescuing Two
Captured Egyptian
Vultures

Adonis Khatib recounts a field
mission by the Anti-Poaching Unit
(APU), established in Lebanon by
SPNL and MESHC in cooperation
with CABS, to monitor and report
violations, raise awareness and
reduce the number of poachers.
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The Arabic edition of Birds of the Middle East,
sponsored and published by SPNL
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A Magic Carpet Ride

Summary: In this article, | reflect on the many years | have spent
travelling in the Middle East studying birds and helping with exciting
conservation programmes: From the first time | experienced this
wonderful region, through to my last visit, which was to Lebanon
to help SPNL with raptor migration monitoring. | talk about the
establishment of BirdLife’s Middle East programme and its office
in Amman and the Partner projects undertaken in many countries,
notably Irag, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen. Especially, | talk about
the importance of field guides and other educational books to
encourage and foster an interest in birds.

By Richard Porter, adviser on bird conservation for BirdLife
international,author and co-author of several books, including Field Guide to
Birds of the Middle East
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Irag’s first field
bird guide

Jgadll na gl dlall guad «glyell doub» dobio
Nature Irag studying wildlife in the Irag Marshes
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Have Mercy on Birds

Summary: Faisal Abu-lzzeddine starts this story with his private
“war” with bird hunters in 1972, which accelerated his career as
a wildlife conservationist and advocate of protected areas. As a
farmer in the village of Abadieh in Mount Lebanon, he realized
the importance of birds in growing clean food free of pesticides.
So, he put up signs around the farm that said “Have Mercy on
Birds.” The local hunters were quick to respond and riddled the
signs with machine gun bullets. Trying to deal with the situation
on his own for many years taught him an important lesson in his
professional career: a single person, no matter how dedicated,
cannot change things alone.

In 1976, he joined UNEP as regional advisor for conservation of
nature, and spent two years visiting Arab countries to promote
the need for establishing protected areas. In 1993, UNDP
commissioned him to write a proposal to establish demonstration
protected areas in Lebanon for possible funding by GEF. During
that mission, he and Assad Serhal visited numerous regions and
consulted closely with the new Ministry of Environment. The
areas chosen for protection were the Shouf Cedars in Mount
Lebanon, Horsh Ehden and Palm Islands in the North. The Shouf
Cedars Reserve performed best and shortly after its inception
was declared a Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO.

Today, Faisal believes that time has come to introduce a system
of land use to support the protected areas system. It is the Hima
approach. Thanks to the efforts of SPNL and the popular appeal
of the Shouf Biosphere Reserve, many villages are now reviving
this ancient Arab system of land management. It combines the
protection and use of land and natural resources under local
management for the benefit of local communities.

The Hima system is not just for government and municipal
lands, but includes private land as well. It is time to take serious
responsibility for the land we own. The Hima system will allow
us to understand the harmful effects of landscape fragmentation
due to generations of family inheritance practices that choked
agriculture and wildlife corridors. Himas teach us how to avoid
and manage forest fires. They are ideal locations for picnic areas
where families gather to eat in the fresh air... and much more.

By Faisal Abu-Izzeddine, agricultural engineer and protected area
consultant, currently chairman of Shouf Cedar Nature Reserve Committee
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The Syrian Serin

The Syrian Serin (Serinus syriacus) is distinguished by
its golden feathers and resonant voice. It is endemic
exclusively to the Levant, where it is now threatened
with extinction, and its remaining numbers in the wild are
estimated at less than 10,000.

Lebanese ornithologist Dr. Ghassan Jaradi says that the
Syrian Serin is currently on the Red List of Threatened
Birds. It is from the canary family, found only in Syria,
Palestine, Jordan, and especially in Lebanon.
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The Rare Bird Club

Summary: The cute yellow bird in the
painting to the right is the endangered Syrian
serin. The painting is atribute to Assad Serhal,
SPNLs Director General, in recognition of his
efforts to protect this rare bird. It is an award
given by BirdLife International’s Rare Bird
Club to its heroic members who advocate
for the conservation of a particular globally
threatened bird. The goal is to save 1,286
threatened bird species worldwide, as one
in eight faces extinction.

The Rare Bird Club is a group of exceptional
individuals  who make a significant
contribution of £5,000 or more to join, and
subsequently £1,000 or more every year.
These generous gifts are pledged to enable
BirdLife to protect birds where it is most
urgent. The club provides members with a
like-minded social group, and connects them
to BirdLife through special events, webinars,
exciting trips and communications.

As Champion for the Syrian serin in Birdlife’s
Rare Bird Club, Assad Serhal helped save
this rare bird by conserving its habitat in
Anjar-Kfarzabad  endangered  wetland,
claiming it a Hima in 2005 in partnership
with the municipalities. SPNLs hard work
over a decade generated millions of dollars
to save the bird, and created hundreds of
job opportunities for locals. Hunting was
organized, with no-hunting zones in sensitive
areas, including the first Responsible Hunting
Area in Lebanon.
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Reviving Anfeh’s Fishing Legacy:
An Initiative to Empower a Struggling
Community

Summary: Hima Anfeh was established in 2017 in a collaborative
effort between SPNL and the Municipal Council of Anfeh, a coastal
town in North Lebanon. In 2018, it teamed up with the Institute of
Environment at the University of Balamand (IOE-UOB) to assess the
state of the local fisheries.

Anfeh»s fishing industry, largely artisanal, relies on small, motorized
boats that operate close to shore. Fishermen face numerous
challenges, including low income, minimal safety gear, and outdated
equipment. Since the assessment, the municipality took over the
rehabilitation of the harbour with UNDP support. Fishing nets were
replaced with more durable and environmentally friendly ones. In
addition, the IOE-UOB teams trained fishermen and their families
to transition from unregulated, random fishing to more sustainable
methods that comply with Lebanese fishing laws.

Yet, while the spirit of Anfeh’s fishing families remains unyielding,
the sector faces formidable challenges. To ensure that this rich
tradition continues to thrive, there’s an urgent need for support
and innovation. Only then can Anfeh’s fishing community, with its
enduring resilience, navigate the turbulent waters ahead and secure
a sustainable future for generations to come.

By Dr. Nadine Panayot, associate professor of history and archaeology,
curator of the Archaeological Museum, American University of Beirut (AUB);
director of Hima Anfeh
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Hima Anjar: Protecting Natural
and Cultural Values

Summary: Hima Anjar is a very good example of the harmonization
of the cultural heritage with the conservation of nature in Lebanon
and the Middle East. It is based on the Hima concept, a traditional
Arab type of community conserved area revived by the Society for
the Protection of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL), using intercultural and
interreligious approaches.

The site includes a complex of wetlands considered a Key
Biodiversity Area, especially for a number of bird species, as well
as the outstanding Umayyad Castle, a UNESCO Cultural World
Heritage Site. The Armenian local community, descendants of past
century refugees, has played a significantly positive role, inspired by
Christian religion and values. A significant part of the conservation
management is under the responsibility of Homat Al Hima, volunteers
from the local community trained and supported by SPNL, working
in close collaboration with national and local institutions.

This article summarizes a study for SPNL by Dr. Ghassan Ramadan-
Jaradl, Bassam Kantar, Assad Serhal and Bassima Khatib. The
complete English original is available at:
https://www.spnl.org/hima-anjar-and-the-umayyad-ruins-natural-
and-cultural-values-anjar-west-beqaa-lebanon/
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A Syrian serin depicted in this beautiful needle work by
Armenian women in Hima Anjar
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Support Hima Shimlan Biblical Garden: The Biblical Garden
in Hima Shimlan will be home to plants and animals stated in
the Bible, especially endangered species. It is a place where
people interact with nature peacefully.
www.spnl.org.donate/

lds llg 8988t el s yloild (1 KLay G «clisng
8 e gainy gl Blaslud] cun Banlise <l
Sy ‘5.\." «)g.l.h,” Cum gl ‘4.9_>|9)J| 84 (yo dio
L_o-Lu.qu a9y (:Ladg ‘s)_'>| &'g_ﬂg Jsdl Je
£33 fou cUds aah il S cdol Jlgb alaslg
Juxidl (9 8598l bl ddyas]

Cuiid| «PBL..u.” J>| RY-y-C @ol_vy Wl ‘_99
ddyandl g dlugb d8lus giall Isluco SPNL
8ol $ a8 ddgasdl 1 odads NETVES) |
Bl ladi iy 3 by 20T limg Byglnll (1988
oo ANl jyjmid ¢ gialise giilisg gidlisen
uluid! g dols (Juolgdlg dydl 3lLesdl S
gA.o«.U 2315 yilw JI Y00 ddluid] cilegasdly

'de.:> (3945 SPNL ¢ i § apddl duais JMs-o
«axd] dg,all Mo §eSiuwg c«paxdl dgdlly oa
obd @ g oo JodI (Sh1m1an Hima Village)
L peurly 0> ool A Jo¥l dy ! laylaely

olid $ dmphll Llos> dimasr (o G259 Jadl
sde Wb s plac ooy &galy oy (SPNL)
40,8 zead S Bl 4] zlis Lo 2d8Ul g lazs|
) Aol A0

Sl wdo;UcLa.cng.a:u & riddlg o> 99
43 08S3 of ayi lgmaizme JSy oo 11> JU8
Al isy diu ool oS5 of duty 4..>Lu.u
e u(J celaiypll wldacy ldgdwdl (o 5y
PNIE) elouil oo lal Jubiuusig dubas duslow 43,5
oMoy 9 dszudnl Ol S| g yuised

el e gl gulondl clael 1w suds
ol paahims lal (Bugll lia ddbsd ol sy
sl e dodadl esliglo¥l Jof s

dlolit dulys gl yudxll JI SPNL 34,8 538
ool Jae dhsg &jlgll cinad @bl bylay
10 oo o> 3439 o5 LaS .dyyo,ll dodl
4,9 Ull.o.w»;v.SSl 89).u.|.l|)Lb| Lg AW 2yldwo
Tyis Sl udndl clach gy cmel c« ol

6..\J.|J|)L|:ua oMo oo G959 4l pbl X7
5&@ 89)4.¢U o o)-olg uo Ol pg>,l It
Jl JLMI U0 degase oo @i dryd 84S dslos>
adle solamy Lo Gp,dl licl ag) zn 3 ia
o..\J.dI 4l zlizi Lo Jo> pailsls uil_m.!l ¢Jylisg
i ] dLead) |M$Lo9 d.u.«.U a0 ugS.J
Al dpall gyyladl § 8ol alxla>d JS ol
1458 (ag (il Jasuwg @141 g 58l

e ) e, Zsal Aoty Al il oy bl b . . i
:ﬂ::m::r_‘w

dbi (i Juor ABloway agle eLad § 8o Baly odladd
25 4 g - bhagill ol Jolus g dlasd] gy e
ol s (5 0 700 it ig uilisl daolsll ge Tyioglis

sl ol o8l LS § Jo¥l 8yall oMo @83
L@JL‘JU.@..JJI 09 diud) ddyao BulS d9g =0 R e dl.J'
alid § g ‘gd.ﬂ (1978-1886) _i> o Jg.&.Sd." C)g_U
dyye ct.u.(.o u.u...ul Cus> 4.45;1.02' 9y dsols @ ETRRY:
wiloaluay jidly « ol & idl @lulys zwoliyg 4.5.@31...0'
laio iUl o wpasll i .oyl § duysdl oolalydl §
Bl zgin pMuleg «guyld] @ olideg «y=ll @)b»

odads of (SPNL) olid @ dszubn]| 44!.4» dmos U9
b dted) oyl dolaslg o) audll lgegity dsily Ao
o o ol ylbl § 2rdgad gopde Sudid Lgijliso
Sl kagyele pdJl Le,.vl.ul Bage gumedd Buagy c«pdlud] Joi
Sl oladl Zluwdl Gdarg gall

Biblical) dulunaiyl ddgasdl LalBl £ oyl dudis Ty
29y Wagy clJdg .«dlody o> ool ! (Garden
38l JMS o relandl g oidll jyimis il eoll Gotus
(i U] § 83ylgll @ilidly colilgiod! dylasg

do-lanld 205 oSy 93l >0y 010 Al ddyas]
(Belyall of dlyiwdl aclis Lgsd . Jalilg gl duylal of

2024 135381/ Jo¥l puiii

Lan j e by dudad | @bl u\l.c JLL.Q.LH alaj
Jlg}J_la.o_uu}.o_u.dlu.o@Lu h}_m_ll_‘u.u
0 o w92 Al dl cabidiuwl
aspanll oall (548 8)bj JUa Gog Ayl
cssbll Jloo ol i loil ol il
goiaod| droiig doladuuodl droiddl oca go
daupall ayjadll Ages Jlaodl s . plaoll
umcnb.o 0983w il anddl dalwd
Jlgil auai Ul (d0d LQJ.SQ «Lou oy
&o@b,o.llg.o.o_.oJlg

ol 62



094449 oo na aypdl alall  &loal Gljayo

E-._.' o B
3o R s -
e L LN
doloy cacuy (noyell yalj

Hepling a dove

03g (AR Bodgtls 80U il
ol § dmatl] dylas dumacr Cuold
g ) Lekeig Lio diw Al
@ Cus ol Lyogecr S £l oo
S el s

L Ty WL (19S55 50 s
2 I e 57 Tasgad dylist) ALy
M dsylt

degi 0lij (Sl $ SPNL @by
oshttl L ey g ©ld
Gerlg 381 8da o guendtd o] .olmoldly
I igio dasheo iy e Blisld

An injured stork rehabilitating
at the Biblical Garden
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SPNL’s Wildlife Rescue Centers

Summary: The Biblical Garden in Shimlan is a haven for
wild animals like turtles, squirrels and birds. The Mount
Lebanon Hima Center in Kaifoun has aviaries equipped
for injured birds, where they get treatment before being

released back to the wild. SPNL organizes awareness
visits and environmental training courses for school and
university students in the two centers.

By Zaher Aridi, Hima Kayfoun Team
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Shimlan, the Hima Village

Summary: Shimlan is a small village in Aley district, Mount
Lebanon, overlooking Beirut and the Mediterranean Coast. SPNL
considered it can be a model Hima Village, depicting biodiversity
conservation and ecotourism sustainability.

SPNL started this project by establishing a Biblical Garden, to
raise environmental awareness and promote biodiversity by
saving Biblical animals and plants. Now, the tortoise cage has
100 tortoises, and the aviary hosts partridges and other bird
species, as well as squirrels and Pigeons.

Under its Hima for Peace Program, SPNL opened a hiking trail
from Hima Shimlan Biblical Garden to Hima Kaifoun Quranic
Garden, to connect the two neighboring villages and promote
peace.

Shimlan Hima Village will be an ecotourism destination, and the
Hima team is working on several micro projects that include:
tree pruning and installing bird nests; road management by
implementing signs, cross marks, traffic lights and You're
Here maps; safe zones with benches, bike parking spots, and
binoculars to watch the coast and bird migration; flora and fauna
biodiversity study; biking program to attract bikers; Wise Village
Shimlan by implementing barcodes and online maps guiding
tourists.

By Zeina Hitti and Celine Faitrouni, Hima Shimlan Team
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Bringing Beirut River Back to Life

Summary: The alarming degradation and pollution levels of Beirut
River — running 29 km across several towns — are well known.
However, the river and its basin are reportedly home to a large
number of species of birds, molluscs, amphibians, mammals and
reptiles. Also, it continues to be a major migratory pathway for birds.
In2015, the UN-Habitat Lebanon Country Programme, together with
TheOtherDada and the Lebanese Center for Energy Conservation
(LCEC), engaged in a project aimed at developing a strategy for
bringing back to life the urban part of the river and replacing the
existing deficient and grey infrastructure in the adjacent urban area
with blue and green, environment-friendly infrastructure. In line
with the developed strategy, a range of guidelines and associated
interventions were developed for a pilot area extending over parts
of Bourj Hammoud and Badawi towns, located northeast of Beirut,
using a people-centered approach, whereby relevant stakeholders
were closely engaged in planning efforts.

Besides biodiversity regeneration using native species, the
strategy proposed a number of other measures, including
establishing public parks, blue green streets, green roofs as well
as a range of greening interventions within parking lots, median
strips and sidewalks, primarily aimed at tapping rainwater and
improving its infiltration.

UN-Habitat Lebanon initiated the implementation of a range of
relevant projects in the target area. With funding from the Norwegian
Embassy, a green public park was developed in Bourj Hammoud
(Nabaa neighbourhood). Also, with funding from the Italian Agency
for Cooperation and Development (AICS), three green rooftops
followed for urban farming use, in addition to equipping the roofs of
the municipality and civil defense buildings of Bourj Hammoud with
solar power systems. In addition, 80 km of sewer and stormwater
networks were cleaned in Bourj Hammoud, solving the problem of
flooding of raw wastewater across the streets.

Five streets were upgraded in Bourj Hammoud, with funding
from the governments of Poland and Japan. The intervention
included, among others, upgrading the water and wastewater
networks and transforming road flooring using a design that
maximizes rainwater seepage.

At present (2024), through additional funding from AICS, a
670-metre linear park is under development along the old railway
in Badawi. It will include several botanical gardens, bike lanes,
planters, seating areas as well natural drainage channels to
prevent water ponding.

In parallel, UN-Habitat Lebanon is currently working on mobilizing
resources for the development and implementation of an
integrated, climate-change-sensitive management plan for the
Beirut River watershed.

By Layale Abi Esber, environmental and water resources engineer, Climate
Change Project Coordinator, UN-Habitat Lebanon Country Programme
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Community-designed public park in Nabaa,
Bourj Hammoud
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A workshop for local farmers

Upper Beirut River Valley: From a
Project to a Natural Park

Summary: The Upper Beirut River Valley in Mount Lebanon is
a region known for its rich biodiversity and unique ecological
characteristics. This part of the larger Beirut River watershed has a
diverse range of habitats, flora and fauna, including several endemic
plant species. Its diverse ecosystems contribute to soil conservation,
water regulation, and the overall health of the local environment.
Promoting the conservation of biodiversity in the Upper Beirut River
Valley, through the maintenance of interlinked traditional land-use
practices, was the aim of a project implemented by the Society for
the Protection of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL) thanks to a grant from
the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF).

Through the Hima Integrated Approach and its various programmes,
the project achieved its aim by engaging the local communities. It
targeted biodiversity associated with land-use practices, advocated
for policy changes, promoted local products, empowered local
communities especially women and youth, also resulting in notable
livelihood improvement.

This successful project led to the elaboration of a new initiative:
the Beirut River Valley - Upper Matn Natural Park. Based on Hima
Ras EI Matn model, this will be the first natural park in Lebanon.
SPNL is coordinating closely with municipalities, ministries, and
local communities to achieve a successful establishment of a
unigue natural park in such an area that is very important for birds,
biodiversity, nature, habitats, water, tourism, and humans.

By Rania Khalil, Homat Al Hima and Hima Farm project manager at SPNL
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June 16 Is World Sea Turtle Day
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Releasing three Caretta caretta sea turtles in Monastir, Tunisia

Safeguarding Ancient Mariners:
Sea Turtle Conservation in the
Mediterranean Hotspot

Summary: In the azure waters of the Mediterranean Sea, a group
of passionate conservation organizations came together with a
common goal—to protect and conserve the endangered sea turtles
that graced their shores, supported by BirdLife and the Critical
Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF).

The Mediterranean Hotspot, one of the world’s 36 biodiversity
hotspots, is home to a myriad of marine species, including sea turtles.
These graceful creatures, especially the Vulnerable Loggerhead
Turtle (Caretta caretta) and the Endangered Green Turtle (Chelonia
mydas), face an unprecedented threat — human activities, including
overfishing and bycatch, and environmental degradation, including
coastal development and climate change.

CEPF in collaboration with various conservation donors supported
NGOs members of the TAOLA network. Their hard work over a
decade paid off when Cabo Verde became one of the three first-
world nesting sites for loggerhead turtles — with more than 200,000
nests per season in the last years. In another part of the hotspot, the
fruitful collaboration of NGOs inspired conservation NGOs in North
Africa to seek funds from CEPF to establish NASTNet — a network to
boost sea turtle conservation in North Africa (Algeria, Egypt, Libya,
Morocco, and Tunisia).

Thanks to the collective long-term conservation efforts around
the Mediterranean, the loggerhead turtle is being downlisted from
“Vulnerable” to “Least Concern” under the IUCN Red List criteria. By
implementing sustainable practices, raising awareness, preserving
critical habitats, and strengthening collaboration among donors and
NGOs with CEPF’s leadership, we can secure a future where sea
turtles continue to grace the Mediterranean for generations to come.

By Enas Sarahneh, communications officer at BirdLife International and
CEPF-ME. This article was first published at www.birdlife.org
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Releasing a sea turtle into the Mediterranean

S wlblUlsdn Je Blas 48] 1Al ¥y Sgigpm
[1ol 8a-go cr¥gSgiaym elivl asyg .duasdl olad]
(Jled JSiby dmandl oUld! Jdsid dandl 21U
Glasdl lelyarY b yiadl Ol a1 351§ Baclully
Olaglall ¢yasig Lyl Jlad ol Job e
lda zeciyg .8, 853L Soagll ololdl sdn gbg o
ol gy (gl e 7Sl d8gign diydn Guwli]
elpasdl dailall o dabl Uil aSyLid gyo.8
(Tucn) dmgl] Glas) Joull olxidl

& ool golipdl e «ure gugn Joby
1Lyl Lot £,8 dmghl sl Goaiad]
Ylas Ol gaosr g polsill Yolg . Bani ¥ Baslg
U dwasl gl § opimlly dyyonsdl ool
«céw cS' B85 il

Gl gaisdl cslabio &y ol el e Bodle
danlus Lo puigl § &pedd] Nl 44150 &
S Blasdl ju5mig byladl bhs slae] § dbgodo
! § dgasl] dy el @b

Olabiiall ao¥ aAlghl duclandl sggadl Lads
adsdl gl ol elodl § dusaSad] pé dududl
Loyman oo ol dasea) Blasdludl Gias
Least) «3oago y&» J| (Vulnerable) «sl,853U
Sl el pasl daslél yulses Lrgay (Concern
(il Gmiug zlo ling dsphdl dilasd Joudl
2o Wil sy ¥ oy $ o i ua.g.o:;“ o
Lot b i3 S5 ¢—ng .du ol Ml
ez o) Jilgll e Blasdlg « ol 3ol «dolaiudl
ré ol illy doilll olg sl o asled! ujsis
cdolgll diad) Laai¥ dS |y Goniuo Baldy duogSadl
el dgoed] oMl ad (5335 Jdtianna 300l Uiy
O 2006 JUxY gl

Nastnet

aobaidll a4lyd §gaim
(CEPF) aolgll apiudl

Aa) Bisd! dabiieg duaiild duws il DSgl &S sideo 50leo oo

Ldl 3909 ay9¥ 3loi¥lg (Conservation International)
Ll 1905 1 g Jou eligly oLyl Aogg (GEF) el
PR il 33 og 3iuily pslasssl duwsdog MAVA dumwe s
Slaalll asi Jiaisg buwgit] sl § doisetl slald duxrgd ool
(FroIond) £ dylas § il gaiand) 48 Lo gl § dscolusl

o8] B 398 Iligh (diilo dgar pne o ST Gonially
sl JI i GBUl @al J Jasadl dxgs peailaall eyl cpo
Aglosd] 29U (g ol gadand] @il pad ely Gugy (wlabiill
o) il dinio Jo oluslall Juadl Jols /Kl koo
B3 i) 3135 dage Sl gl soudl b disudl
Ggo ) DOPPS Lg vy JUsali U] ey dabiio ]
(lypo y¥asy) BPSSSg (Lisdglhu

The Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) is a
joint initiative of I’Agence Francaise de Développement,
Conservation International, the European Union, the Global
Environment Facility, the Government of Japan, and the World
Bank. Additional funding has been provided by the MAVA
Foundation, the Audemars-Watkins Foundation, and the
Donors’ Initiative for Mediterranean Freshwater Ecosystems
(DIMFE). A fundamental goal is to ensure civil society is
engaged in biodiversity conservation.

In the Mediterranean Basin Biodiversity Hotspot, the Regional
Implementation Team (RIT) is entrusted to BirdLife International
and its Partners: DOPPS (BirdLife Slovenia) and BPSSS
(BirdLife Serbia). Find out more at www.birdlife.org/cepf-me
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2024 135381/ Jo¥l puiii

duded| dalai¥ 48y Godinog ¥ yu s
S @lasi dodleog pgd JUS (e dii dolell
(il & danlundl UiKay dyyoud! oMl Lgglei
Bodial issl eUidg.Jushl ol e Laylasjly
dahis g doeali g 3 ey dis sl ligy wlel =]
ple Bugill ol o> § disludl gounnll goidll
u.ul)." ‘_'Lu&)l @ Jomdl (o Olgiw e dsmyg .2012
Sosiall il Lyl Gt § (garsd ailS) pas
ol ‘o.co@wmulpjlu.ommﬂ@ugwb
29 «(Taola) 3ol aSuds § clac¥ dagSadl pé
uJJl)Jl‘_Qd.UDu." Y| les> e 38 @by
UJ'gul)JldAz.a.ﬂ Blasdud dolsg sy
Wl ¢blgdd! e

o0 adc gaa Lo d8Lid ag gl ciyalii adg
LY LAsT oo Ty pas Y Gl zsls (olojdl
dosuall &yl M| Gt plladl 83‘94)
‘9045:200 000 &O_}"SIJ.IMM‘QJA‘ eyl
éd.’>|g Blasdus oof Layg 555 Y Oolgiad! S35 gl
>0 JI o dMadl jles oo G JS 0 s
233 Gl 8 addl olabill aaiel ol
Gugy dualal] dl0llg clygul) dleb Bugasr coludi
8yl M| iy oo ¢ iudasd] zlod (s
Bl JI Joosl) &iSan doyp Jadi

ooled! lin el «&is-ludl 48hill (o 5T cjr $
Ly 8l Jlads § dpagSodl yf duindl slabaill adll
G159 - Wdayy JAS (o) Goiall (o Jygai clb)
45 lud] gl ol (Bo> ddhil a8yl il
Gl Ao eliti] Joxl o ((Ggadoald gl
Je Joasi u.JI (Nastnet) Ly 91 Jlads @ 435
uig?) ity 81 Jloads § &jodl oAl dylas jyj=i
dabia congol Ul (Qylly sy g silialg
2023 sle @ ‘su.ug,J| RY-Y[ 11| FEESYY) LI.A.UJJ (PY] lsm

S gl g ordall Joduure «wasial maws Jody
Goun ¢ LaJU)S' JLA.uJ &,3 d&u.b.U ull.z” ‘ggd.ua.”
s Olabaidly of psdl gazd duds ng ol 0ayesd
peos Jady liag (Lol Jlads (o cilS 4l
ol dicdl el &S|yl Gouio

Jw@mpﬁuwwlmusju ‘2022,=Lc
ol A Jo> A8l paige Joi & Lyl
3=l Jola) (Ldy 8 u)c‘g ‘uw‘gam‘a;sajlg
Wastcon Jis gy uLi.w.; Gl 0 pd=dlg
w¥gSoigpdly (wliled] gazy dleiy Loy Rastomag
oS ¢y gl aMud] 48l 0 cluidig (ilBlaidlg
A Ol 0dn (28 483e oliy § yaill selw
lghiil Jo ciloglsll Jolis

sl 76



glbiLull 134 pa Ig4)Li
il d0dé e

GRUPPO FOCA MONACA &0 célbi (Ll § 80 Joi
oulonall 21 s M1 duted] plid] Sloul agmo 2o palatll
Ao J| gaiond! 855 Jo> Ledlbaiul (CNR) Grgmld idso)!
(il sl 1 G gana sy wosil] ol § canl
398V 2o okt Ly yigrl gyuilundl 39Sl daoo gd!
8 o JMS- (10 gl soudl] sl gear i «(8390 0ilelsa]
Agmacdl go polai LU claliill

gl § dmub) dylas dumas go soladt] Ty (Sl 1in Jo
dgmacd] Geohing Lol duyti Ciligd (padiy gl (SPNL)
) T ddl syl Blog § duees cilysliog
oMl (o Ko sie ST mumidd M el il gaas aoui 1t
Aitaly sLBaoll s § Loy ‘gzn.a.....,m i § 48 Ldualt
At il o Al Jucg Gadne o5l e s
rSsldsall oy (Ll plad 20 Gy Lggle il @5 1)
o4 Jo Buiio wlaglso e Jouanlg 1s9-8 WLl dudy
ST Tyl 1 plasiie] Gouw el Lo B yo-Ldl cslilgasndl

You are invited to engage in the survey on the social
perception of the presence of the monk seal in the
Mediterranean, organized by the Gruppo Foca Monaca
in collaboration with the Institute for Terrestrial Ecosystem
Research of the National Research Council (CNR). The
online questionnaire is very engaging and offers useful
information about these fascinating animals. Simply
connect using the link:
https://forms.gle/jPBVcf3UXhch8BjC8
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GFM researchers monitoring Mediterranean monk seals in Italy
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My Story with Nature and Reserves

Adnan Budieri graduated with a major in nature protection
and marine and water reserves. Appointed as assistant
to the director of reserves at the Royal Society for the
Conservation of Nature in Jordan, he was responsible for
managing six reserves and establishing six others

In 1992 he attended the IUCN regional meeting in Sicily,
which discussed re-establishing himas in the Arab region.
In 1994, he was chosen as representative of Arab countries
in the BirdLife International Board of Directors. Later, in
1998, he became head of BL Middle East Division, helping
to establish and declare Important Bird Areas (IBAs) in the
region.

In 2008 Budieri was appointed MedWet coordinator.
Returning to Jordan in 2010, he became director of the
Jordanian Society for Sustainable Development, whose
main activities were establishing Himas, cooperating with
the local communities.

By Adnan Budieri, former head of BirdLife International Middle
East Division
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Return of the Monk Seal

Summary: The Mediterranean monk
seal (Monachus monachus) is one
of the rarest marine mammals in the
world and the only pinniped resident in
the Mediterranean Sea. After decades
of relentless decline, we are now
witnessing an extraordinary recovery
on a global scale. However, in some
Mediterranean countries, the absence
of data hinders conservation efforts.
In 2021, the Gruppo Foca Monaca APS
launched an ambitious project called
“Care4Seals,” with the aim of urgently
filing knowledge gaps and laying the
foundations for peaceful coexistence
between humans and seals. The project
uses a multidisciplinary approach,
integrating research, education, and the
involvement of coastal communities and
ordinary people, as well as organizations
and institutions.

The campaign is expanding and now
involves over 30 organizations, including
the Carabinieri Forestali, the Coast
Guard, and the managing bodies of
Marine Protected Areas. Hundreds of
people have already been trained to
contribute to data collection, including
artisanal fishermen, tourism operators,
and enthusiasts of water sports and
diving.

The project won the first prize in Terre
des Femmes ltalia in 2022 and is now
co-financed by several important
institutions such as WWF ltalia, the
Genoa Aquarium Foundation, and
the American philanthropic  sports
organization “11th  Hour Racing.”

By Sofia Bonicalza and Emanuele
Coppola. Sofia is biologist and scientific
responsible for the Gruppo Foca
Monaca, an association that has been
involved in the study and protection of
the Mediterranean monk seal for over 40
years. Emanuele is director and wildlife
filmmaker, president of the Gruppo Foca
Monaca.
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Monk seal sightings in Lebanon: Over a period of 17
years (2003 — April 2020), 47 monk seal sightings were
recorded in Lebanon between Beirut and Tripoli.

Photos: GFM
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Nature Reserves and Combating Climate
Change: Saudi Arabia as a Model

Nature reserves constitute a main sector affected by climate
change, but they are also an effective tool in confronting its
challenges. They protect ecosystems and biodiversity, enhancing
the ability to adapt to the negative effects of climate change.
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is a model in this context, due to the
great importance it gives to nature reserves within «Saudi Vision
2030». Its numerous nature reserves currently cover more than
16% of its vast area, with work underway to expand them. These
reserves contribute to raising awareness of the importance of
conservation in confronting climate change, by reducing carbon
emissions, mitigating the effects of global warming, enhancing the
resilience of ecosystems, and reducing environmental imbalances.
To illustrate the vital role of nature reserves in Saudi Arabia, a
comparison can be made with the desertification control program
in Arizona, which is also mostly desert. Arizona’s approach
focuses on sustainable land management practices, such as
planting desert plants and using efficient irrigation strategies in
order to improve soil health and restore native vegetation. On the
other hand, the Green Riyadh Initiative emphasizes large-scale
tree planting to address urban environmental challenges.
Saudi Arabia’s environmental initiatives are closely intertwined with
the sustainable development strategy, as the Kingdom seeks to
reduce its dependence on oil and achieve sustainable economic
development. In comparison, Arizona faces challenges such
as water scarcity and rapid urban growth, requiring innovative
strategies that are in line with local environmental, social, and
economic conditions.

By Dr. Turki Faisal Al-Rasheed, adjunct professor at the Department of
Biosystems Engineering, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at the
University of Arizona, Tucson; Advisor to the Environment and Sustainable
Development Unit (ESDU) at the American University of Beirut (AUB)
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Saudi Green Initiative, launched in 2021, is focused on combating climate
change, improving quality of life, and protecting the environment for future
generations. It aims at reducing carbon emissions by 278 mtpa and protecting
30% of Saudi Arabia’s land and sea by 2030, in addition to planting 10 billion
trees equal to rehabilitating 40 million hectares of land. This initiative supports
Saudi Arabia’s ambition to reach net zero emissions by 2060 through the
Circular Carbon Economy approach.
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Hima Vs. Nature Reserve

The Hima system, based on the
traditional classification of lands
according to their uses, is one of the
world’s most important systems that
contribute to preserving biodiversity
and the conservation of nature and
natural resources. It dedicates a
heritage system adopted by Arab
peoples as an inherited tradition for
land use, ensuring the sustainable
use and rational investment of natural
resources, as well as preserving the
environments ability to renew its
resources.

Hima is the Arabic word for a
protected area or a protected site.
It is @ community approach used to
conserve sites, species, habitats,
and people in order to achieve the
sustainable use of natural resources.
The Hima originated more than
1,600 vyears ago and spread
throughout the Arabian Peninsula
as a tribal system for the sustainable
management of natural resources.
The Hima system was designed
to organize, maintain and use
natural pastures in a manner that is
compatible with local ecosystems
and practices. It is important to note
that the management and decisions
of the Hima are made by the local
community.

There was no clear text on whether
the Hima was used as a protection
tool in pre-Islamic times, as rulers,
individuals or groups would prevent
entry to the Hima that they owned or
managed.

The Messenger of Allah, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, said:
“There is no Hima except for Allah

and His Messenger.” The Prophet,
may Allah bless him and grant him
peace, protected An-Nagi’, and
Umar protected As-Saraf and Ar-
Rabadha. Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(1825, 3012) and Muslm (1193,
1745).

The Prophet, may Allah bless him
and grant him peace, established
the Hima of An-Nagi’ for horses
in the south of Madinah. He
also established a Hima around
the sanctuary of Madinah, and
established a system within it that
prohibited hunting within a radius
of four miles and prohibited cutting
trees and shrubs within aradius of 12
miles. Thus, the Hima has become a
symbol of justice and equality, and a
tool for protecting natural resources.
The Hima system represents a
traditional awareness of the need to
secure access to the use of scarce
resources and is evidence that there
has been local awareness of this
need for hundreds of years. The Hima
provides real benefits to the people
who directly benefit from nature
conservation, as it is an incentive for
local communities to invest in the
conservation of natural resources
and protect them from exploitation.
The Hima system provides economic
benefits over time due to the benefits
and social safety net that it provides.
The Hima system attracts great
interest, is socially acceptable and is
desired by the individuals who bear
the cost of its establishment. The
Hima is managed locally through
consultation and consensus, so that
individuals in the community are able

to influence administrative decisions.
Local communities have achieved
several benefits by investing in
nature conservation through the
Hima systems. These include
tourism programs, bird watching and
income generation through the sale
of products such as wood, honey
and medicinal herbs, something that
helps the local economy. In addition,
insuring the sustainability of wild
and marine fishing resources and
improving water quality will benefit
local people who depend on fishing
as a main source of income.
What do a Hima and a nature reserve
have in common? And how are they
different?

A nature reserve is an area, on land
or at sea, that requires the protection
of ecosystems and habitats in order
to preserve biodiversity of special
importance (rare, geographically
restricted, endangered), distinctive
natural landmarks, sensitive and
rare ecosystems and habitats. It is
capable of effective maintenance
and rehabilitation work, where
necessary, in a manner consistent
with the objectives of protection,
in order to care for the habitats of
living organisms and secure their
special requirements. It can consist
either entirely of a protection area, or
partially of a protection area or areas
and a controlled management area
or areas.

In contrast, a Hima is a protected site
that includes a natural ecosystem
and may include another part that
has been sustainably modified (i.e.
through the sustainable use of natural

resources) and has important
biodiversity, ecological services
and cultural values. The site
is voluntarily protected by a
traditional system of natural
resource management by local
communities, largely based on
their traditional skills.

While traditional management
of the Hima has proven to be
resilient and robust, few nature
reserves have a history as
ancient and deep-rooted as the
Hima.

The Hima faces the same
challenges as other protected
areas and will continue to do
so. However, the Hima system
carries a cultural and heritage
meaning that is absent in the
neutral nature reserve system.
The Hima has a concept that
goes beyond the tribal ties
and traditional applications
that have characterized Hima
systems historically, but also
carries  ethical  meanings
embedded in Islamic law.
The Hima is not a category
separate from nature reserves;
in fact, all IUCN categories
apply to Hima.

Any nature reserve can be
transformed into a Hima or called
a Hima if it is established by the
guardian of the legitimate ruling
authority, and aims for purposes
related to the public good and
does not cause distress to the
local population, and must not

deprive them of indispensable
resources, and achieve actual
benefits for society more than
it causes harm, as the main
goal of the Hima is to secure
economic and environmental
benefits for humans.

In other words, the main
difference between the Hima
and the nature reserve lies in
the focus and management
methods. Reserves focus
on preserving biodiversity
in general, while the Hima
focuses on managing
biodiversity. Moreover, while
reserves are managed by law
enforcement agencies, local
community management is a
fundamental pillar in managing
the Hima.

It is known that nature reserves
are established on lands
belonging to the state, which
cares for them and manages
them with the civil society and
associations.

As for the Hima system, it
relates to private property or
municipal or common lands.
These lands are placed within
the Hima system by decision
of the municipalities. There are
other types of reserves, such
as natural parks and natural
sites, that are evaluated
according to the cultural and
environmental heritage and
their sustainable use.

By Assad Serhal, SPNL Secretary General, HHI Founder and Chairman
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Members of the Anti-Poaching Unit in an orchard
where hunters have set up mist nets to catch flocks of
migratory birds. While reserves and Himas contribute
to the protection of wildlife, SPNL also calls for the
establishment of sites dedicated to responsible hunting,
as a means of combating poaching
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The Eagle and |

and their golden eagles in Gobi Desert.

Hunting with eagles in Mongolia is an ancestral tradition that
symbolizes the intimate bond between man and nature. Here,
Andre Bechara recounts his memorable trip with Kazakh hunters
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Lebanese Environment Forum’s
Campaign to Establish a Network of
Marine Protected Areas

Summary: Lebanon has less than 1% of the ocean surface,
yet its marine ecosystems host about 6% of all marine species
in the world. This remarkable biodiversity underscores the
environmental importance of Lebanese coastal waters, which
are increasingly threatened by forms of human intervention,
including pollution, habitat destruction, unsustainable fishing
practices, and climate change.

In 2012, the Ministry of Environment set the National Strategy
for Marine Protected Areas, proposing the protection of 21
sites, of which only three have been established. Ten years
later, the Lebanese Environment Forum (LEF) received funding
from the European Union to develop the strategy and move it
from theory to practice. Now it is leading a national campaign to
establish a network of marine protected areas that will cover at
least 30% of Lebanon’s exclusive economic zone by 2030. This
initiative addresses threats to biodiversity and marine resources
that are essential to the livelihoods of over 100,000 Lebanese
citizens in the fishing community, in addition to marine tourism,
seafood industry, salt extraction, etc.

By Malek Ghandour, Secretary General of the Lebanese Environment Forum

2024 135381/ Jo¥l puiii

oo aasdl dxlgi edly b el gag pedd| T dudisy
deolell gyylidly igoedl elyx] @l ey . lasd]
cliaomal sl B plall s sl clacg
Aldll iy lao sl liay J133 M6 ¢ plBGL dy o]
-t}

Waai |):>-g,o dmudll 3l yi deaso el
8lesdl 40l L La.vl oo (sl (o,8) bhdd
Olgiwdl gan e Lgde>g duasdl $ 4y
Jasd LI Jodl 8l ada yeSiwg . ALAL uas]
Lol dy ol 3Bl adled Jo> Jolo e Lasd
ald 9

J.asuu @ mﬁl gb 299 :ubJ.l uLf;zA.ow..Ug
o il USI LM'Q b Jy cduosdl &yl @bLL
So so¥ll paidy ¥g.giS g laacs (98 (10 genil
o> 3 ol Gy ey Cus (ld Jio Joo
Aol olsaisdl & i) a.c.o| doaddll plad ! @
Ledyloly dpanll dy ol @b 4.459:>-L9Lug.'>m
L@..JLA:-@:.L.J bg.)uﬂ;'.@.u.(.l.m j boaisd
ada 894y Al L,vL....Ul ga:u.ll Eedy9 Laiewesiyg
Y |c).'>- L}:«ll gm:«ﬂ RIS ul R 3] cas;ladl
Ry ‘_9 Ao 9o 4 95y ulg cdaSdl Ll
4S)Luall S5V G0 o wasdl o e i@l
@m@mmwugﬂulumg
aygnd |dem&dlgmalldlwﬂ

Ml@bﬂ%lyl&»c@bdﬂ&o@l@bg
4o (2019 PLc $9 -dypdl s 9 lay (ol $
d8S Jo> lole bLbl)ng ey 4.4.A;>«.l| abull ug.vls
Ologles pudy ¥ aisd L@_U'éAg Sbllladn cliu]
@ 089 &yl dpasll GbULL @leiy Lo § Bsae
@.b'-a.l'@ byl e by ‘s\ul_..ul JCin doarand
ol d.vLo.>L9 8agasell 8yl Cuun (s ydl drasll

oyl 92



Lgigalg (nill bl sgal wlla 15 2 . P
sl aay Loyisly -.opilia na JuAaiilg 6 plio Ay Lo YUl o JUadl

22.0 aidl pildlh agaa Juall e

bliijls dghi J4 go e . piogje = n " m - E =
e Ugjal Lo olcl g)c
ee [gl4 gl T

wedlo a0

oMo by y da>

‘MQJ@(WSMZ)weﬂ'JowJ'Luwa‘S
Summit o dal>g 8y doldy gyl Lg S
(P RSV ES (JEY SN cLuLuJ dS b g Souls
el uu;..\ng pprvi Jl.oJ| Slusin

el yori=s J.Qu.aJl Sbasd! pugaggl Jaz ¥
9344980&)61‘9@493 ddle olelagy e
Juzro Sile)l oyl o 3 Loy « o 4000 ¢ 5
& & pgly WIAS dub dmaws i)y aluslilo
2ol aoljill JUodl guasdl disedd sghs S
0 gSll Liegame cudlbail dalidyg Lo 8 olselly
Lt 5 8l g0 cpan> e Mo Bolas : pdlasin duilad
Lgilj Sl Ul « 0l zyg «039% Za9r (300
dga> Lyl dl>y & ‘uwwe' NIEEPIPRRAIN
@.u.u}fub_,\SaUL.LSygLubAQ

u.h))l.h.a;@ (Ooyy (0 Lu;:gam 444.‘& calhil
Lu»e;«—'ﬁus«og?‘séesuu”md'ﬂg»oe «Joul
o0 33 g Lewgy oo ladas| olidy Wl pail Wlia
e yitaol Al § Uil 31,0l JUaiS] asg s
Al 8s0lll c.A.J aiis «JoSwyd JI olelu &

wgblgww‘_’”uog)a.o.”&gp&og U hais &4203 &yl iy caclo 203
; Jadl n|9>|‘_9 liwsdil Gasrg (SPNL) olisd (na asubll iloa
Je J! bamo plolWl dl>) &l ‘_)l.dl padl o8 gl Jua dod (ple

B ; F b f Y
s
| i | ¥, 1
o L i a
W
| A .
..I i y _.I'
» T i L | i
1 g ey TR 0 [ e I Al ! )
1 Dl
s, [ .
i
-
I

@ liwos2il G sio 3600 E"UJl u" gy Cusuds Hamad Malaeb raising the
SPNL flag on Mount
pgu.” $9 Ukl Sl olasdly dzwlid] alslaie] Elbrus SUmmit
J'I,«agJ..SZOdﬁLuldJ:yw‘n.lsLJlu.adel
;ulbe.” ‘SUJQS‘S\MOJA J)Lu.u bg).a ‘Jgfu.uju W23V} ! e
gl Jloor plof iy § US 3 aguino 309 = % S
der Jl eyl el oo gl asdl § e e e S

glad) e o dhows amy Lo Jl Lidludg seig£0,S
Sl 268 @ e rlwly Al el Livanlg . 5o 3500

ulenll cagano Glin Gluui
A challenging climb

‘(SPNL)QU.!JQ'Q&HB”Qb&mé«@ﬁlgmd»ﬂ“ [ETSIPRVES _an



$I918 13 GA1 olédll Jaai ol ey
Jg.nl lo4g .awmbiall ola il aojlal
39£| gl &lpedl a3 ogy Al Ladla
yodll 414 384 sauuai Juall (i lg1a
oo alile (94 Gl J4 o aidl Jleil)
o0 Jauew (pideay Lo aag 4 Gupall
..Qg}b.ll ol o<y deg Glwdll 5
Ja Lml:,Jledw.ml.oﬁo.t&_D;uL‘u
sl Jhw s J4 ol AUl gugydl
$93 o:l)_olg laua ljgao GJ}.QJl oldal
ulJlJludJap.@obmghwmg ApA
abuly Jeall ogial Cuilag gjlaiosdig
ee adua

oldallls Guyayel

U Loaj .dodll adm K91_A.~.|_||<:\9.||}J|o_;.o.l_| 29

Conquering Europe’s Highest Peak:
A Journey of Perseverance

Summary: Our journey to the summit of Mount Elbrus (5642m),
Russia, was expertly guided by Summit Souls, a Lebanese
adventure tour operator founded and led by the experienced
mountaineer Avedis Kalpaklian. Our group of eight -- Hamada
Malaeb, Hassan Mourad, Kristina Mehdi, Georges Khoury,
Georges Chami, Diana Shakerzyanova, Lauren Bin, and Avedis
-- embarked on a journey that would test our limits and leave us
with unforgettable memories.

We arrived at Azaou and settled into our hotel. The following
day marked the start of our acclimatization journey. We hiked to
Mount Cheget, reaching an elevation of 3600 meters. Our second
acclimatization day took us on a 20-kilometer trek to the Terskol
Observatory, passing by the breathtaking Devichii Kosy waterfall.
On the next day, we ascended via cable cars to the Krugozor
mountain area and hiked beyond the Mir Station at 3500 meters.
The next morning, we took the cable cars again to Garibachi at
3750 meters, where a snowcat awaited to transport us to the
Landmark Hotel Leaprus, our final outpost before confronting the
mighty Mount Elorus. The following day we engaged in crucial
training on glacier travel and safety techniques, mastering the
use of ice axe self-arrest and man rope.

Our summit attempt started at 2:00am. As we gained altitude,
we were met with increasingly challenging conditions—strong
winds, bursts of snow blizzards, dense fog and temperature
drop to -18 degrees Celsius, where visibility faded to near zero in
some parts of the trail. We could see the clouds below us. The
air grew thinner with every step, making each breath harder. At
7:07 we stood atop the pinnacle of Europe. Each one of us was
overwhelmed with a mix of emotions. We did it!

By Hamad Malaeb, Hima Trails manager at SPNL
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Souk Al Hima: Handicrafts
that Address Nature

Summary: Souk Al Hima, or Hima Market,
aims to integrate environmental awareness
into our daily culture. At a first stage, we are
working with local women, encouraging them
to preserve our heritage through handicrafts
that take into account designs related to
endangered birds and plants. Soon, we
shall expand the circle to work with women
and men who master crafts threatened with
extinction, elderly who need to feel useful to
their environment and children, and people
with special needs. For this, we need all the
help we can get.

By Soulaf Abdallah Kanaan, Manager of SPNL’s
Souk Al Hima Project
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